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Dear alumni, 


Let me begin by thanking each and every one 

who has reached out with words of support and 
messages of encouragement as | begin my tenure 

as Northwestern State University’s 20th president. 

It is an honor and a great responsibility to lead the 
university we all love, and | will do everything | can to 
see the university thrive. 


Northwestern is a place that transforms lives by 
providing individuals with the tools, experiences 

and support to lead successful lives. In this way, 

the NSU story is my story. As one of 20 children, my 
family could not afford to send me to college, but | 
received a scholarship to attend Northwestern. Once 
here, | benefitted from professors and others who 
mentored and encouraged me to study, to explore 
and to lead by example. | owe those individuals a 
debt of gratitude as well. 


Much has changed in the past two years but there is 
a sense of optimism at NSU as we head into 2022. | 
wish you all a blessed new year and hope to see you 
soon. 


My fellow alumni, 


As the new year begins, the Alumni and Foundation 
Staff have hit the ground running. Preparations are 
developing for the investiture of Dr. Marcus Jones 
as president, and several other events that were 
cancelled or postponed are back on the calendar, 
including the return of Flavor of Louisiana and the 
Greek Centennial Celebration. 


Virtual meetings may be necessary at times, but 
there is nothing like a face to face conversation to 
make and strengthen connections. We are grateful 
to be able to make in-person visits and renew 
relationships. We also value the important role our 
alumni play in telling the Northwestern State story to 
prospective students. You are our best ambassadors 
in sharing what a special place NSU is. 


A new year with new opportunities feels like a breath 
of fresh air and we look forward to a brighter 2022. | 
thank you for all you do in support of Northwestern 
and | hope you will make plans to visit us soon. 
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‘Confluence’ expresses themes of local history, culture and the 
passing down of heritage and knowledge 


A new public art piece was installed at Northwestern 
State University that acknowledges several aspects of 
Natchitoches/NSU history and legacies that are passed 
down from one generation to the next. 

“Confluence” by public artist DeeDee Morrison is modeled 
after the shape of a pen quill with a basket weave pattern 
inspired by the work of Caddo Indians that once inhabited 
the area. Within the pattern are laser cutouts that depict the 
leaves of a pawpaw tree and the zebra swallowtail butterfly, 
whose caterpillars feed on the pawpaw leaves. Pawpaw is a 
native fruit-bearing tree, from which the Natchitoches Tribe 
of Louisiana derives its name, translated from the Caddo 
language as “place of the pawpaw.’ 

“Just as in the southern quilting traditions, these cultural 
legacies are maintained by women who continue to pass 
on the tradition, mother-to-daughter from one generation 
to the next. The conical shape of the form reflects the tip 
of a pen quill and its connection to the importance of the 
written word in documenting our shared history,’ Morrison 
explained in her proposal. 

The sculpture, 17 feet tall and 1,300 pounds, stands in the 
triangle where Sam Sibley Drive meets Caspari Street and 
is illuminated at night with LED lighting. The sculpture was 
designed by Morrison with fabrication and laser cutting 
by Kyle Rebechini of RSI Design in Chicago. Doug Smoak, 
also an artist and sculptor, fabricated the base and worked 





with campus personnel on its installation. Andrew Mulkey PHOTO: VANNER'ERIKSON 

is credited for lighting. The site will soon be landscaped to 

compliment the new sculpture. teacher before her marriage and also the sister of acclaimed 
“Confluence” sits directly in front of NSU’s Student Services Louisiana artist and sculptor Clyde Connell. 

Center that opened in 2012. The project was funded by “Confluence’ is the merging of different flows, like a 

Louisiana Percent for Art program, which stipulates that river and the things | learned from my grandmother,’ she 

whenever more than $2 million in state funds is spent by a said. “It’s the legacy, like a quilt or remnants of pieces that 

state agency for the construction or renovation of a state you assemble and pass down through families or with the 

building, one percent of the state money is reserved to Normal School have an opportunity to learn and go on and 

restore or install works of art for display in or on the grounds teach others.” 

of the state building. In developing the concept for “Confluence,” Morrison 
Morrison has been working as a public artist for 15 years visited the NSU Archives to research the history of the 

and has an extensive resume of projects all over the U.S. town, the Caddo and their pottery and basketry patterns, 
“With public art, our communities have the ability to which can be complex. The piece she designed for NSU 

transcend language, impact emotion, conceptual thought incorporates themes not only of history, but also the area’s 

and contribute to an impactful and informed public connection to the pawpaw tree and its coevolutionary 

space,’ according to her website. “Bridging the fields of pollinator, the zebra swallowtail, which nests within the 

history, biogeography and art, the sculptural forms weave pawpaw, a collaborative ecosystem that speaks directly to 

together elements of creativity, geology, natural history and education, Morrison explained. 

technology to uniquely craft a story of place and home.” “It’s three dimensional and there are a lot of layers,” 
Morrison has a connection to NSU. Her grandmother, Morrison said. “The structure itself is a complicated 

Anne Dixon of Belcher, attended Louisiana State Normal structural design. It’s the confluence of events. It’s a 

College, as NSU was then known, from 1922-24 and earned powerful concept.” 

a teaching certificate. Her grandmother, who lived to be Information on Morrison and her public art projects is 

101, had a profound influence on Morrison. She was a available at https://www.deedeemorrisonsculpture.com/. 
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A ceremony to formally invest Dr. 
Marcus Jones as the 20th president 
of Northwestern State University 
will take place Friday, March 5. The 
ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. in 
A.A. Fredericks Auditorium and 
will be followed by a community 
reception at the Arnold R. Kilpatrick 
President’s Home. 

Jones was named president in 
November after serving as interim 
president since the retirement of Dr. Chris Maggio last July. 

Jones has an extensive academic, business and legal 
background, having served as executive vice president and 
chief operating officer for the University of Louisiana System 
for the past year, where oversaw the areas of business 
finance, internal/external audit function, EEO and IT for the 
System and handled matters of system level importance 
on behalf of the UL System president. He also oversaw 
management of budgets, administration, policies and 
procedures and international relations and acted as the legal 
liaison for the System. 

Jones served as NSU’s executive vice president for 
university and business affairs from 2017-2020 where he 
was a key administrator in the planning, operation and 

















management of the University. He oversaw University 
Police, the Environmental Health and Safety office, Grounds 
Department and the Physical Plant and was responsible for 
construction, maintenance, custodial and general upkeep of 
all University facilities and grounds. He also reviewed and 
executed University leases and cooperative agreements and 
oversaw the environmental health and safety officer. He was 
NSU’s vice president for university affairs from 2007 to 2017. 

Jones holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
and finance from Northwestern State, a master’s in 
international business and trade from Grambling State 
University and a law degree from Southern University Law 
Center where he was managing editor of the Southern Law 
Review. He also studied international business and finance 
at the University of Plymouth in Plymouth, England. 

Jones has been a member of Northwestern’s faculty since 
1994 as an instructor of business, assistant professor of 
business law and international business, associate professor 
of business law and international business and has held 
the Ben D. Johnson Endowed Professorship since 1999. 
Proficient in Spanish, he led the university’s international 
recruiting efforts, which substantially increased the number 
of students at NSU from outside the U.S. 

Jones has also been treasurer and a consultant to 
the Ben D. Johnson Educational Foundation and 
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finance/accounts manager and consultant for the Ben 
D. Johnson Construction and Finance Co. In his role with 
the construction and finance company, Jones supervised 
subcontractors at construction sites, managed the 
company’s operating budget, provided financial oversight 
and worked in economic development. He has also served 
as treasurer and consultant of the Northwest Louisiana 
Athletic League and has served in several capacities 
including co-editor of “Callaloo,’ a literary magazine based 
at Texas A&M. 

He is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., the 
American Bar Association and the Louisiana State Bar 
Association. 





INVESTITURE CEREMONY 


Friday, March §, 2022 
10:00 a.m. 
A.A. Fredericks Auditorium 


Community reception to follow 
Arnold R. Kilpatrick President's Home 
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Lady of the Bracelet follows in mother’s footsteps earning title 


Each Northwestern State University student who wins the Northwestern State — 
Lady of the Bracelet Scholarship Program receives a bracelet containing the name 
of each past winner of the event. The bracelet is highly cherished, but to the 2021 
winner, Makenzie Scroggs, it means a little bit more. The bracelet contains not 
only her name, but the name of her mother Rebecca Dauzat Scroggs who won the 
scholarship program in 1998. It is the first time the daughter of a previous program 
winner won the title. 

“Wearing the bracelet with both our names is heartwarming,’ said Scroggs. “My 
mom is like my best friend so being able to wear both of our names on the bracelet 
is something that | am beyond grateful for. Immediately after | was crowned and saw 
the bracelet, | looked for my mom's name because it was so important to me.’ 

Scroggs is a sophomore dance major from Marksville. She is a member of 
the Demon Dazzlers, Dance Organization of Students and the Presidential 
Leadership Program. At Avoyelles Public Charter School, Scroggs was National 
Honor Society treasurer, a top 10 graduate, CLI Ambassador, Elite Competition 
Dance Team Member and National Talent Winner. 

Scroggs said her mother enjoyed being in the scholarship program and 
encouraged her to enter similar contests and eventually compete for the title of 
Miss Northwestern-Lady of the Bracelet. 

“She has always talked about how much fun the experience was and how it 
made her into the person she is today,’ she said. “When | realized | wanted to 
come to Northwestern State, | knew | had to get the same experience she did. | 
also love the Miss America Organization and everything it stands for. | love how 
much service means to the organization since | grew up as a person who believes 
in giving back in any way possible.’ 

Scroggs’ social impact initiative is Being True to Being You, Cultivating 
Confidence in Future Female Leaders. The idea came from her middle school 





experience. 
“When | was in sixth grade, | had changed schools and all of my friends —_ | 
pretended like | did not exist,’ she said. “They made me feel like | was not good “Wearing the bracelet with both 


enough to be friends with them. This completely brought my confidence down. 


rnames is heartwarming.” 
With the help of my mom and dance teacher, | regained my confidence back. | then Corn aMes ts OeattWe ) 


realized that not everyone has a person or people to lift them up and help them importance of being true to yourself 
build their self-confidence. | wanted to be that person for people.” and having confidence. When you are 
She started the initiative when she was 15. Scroggs has talked to more than 400 confident, you can follow your dreams 
young girls about the importance of confidence through her self-develooment and achieve anything you put your 
workshops. mind to.” 
“These workshops allow these girls to leave feeling like they can achieve anything Scroggs will represent Northwestern 
that they put their mind to,’ said Scroggs. “I plan to make a difference on campus State in June’s Miss Louisiana 
through my social impact, Being True to Being You. | hope to show everyone the Scholarship Program in Monroe. 


Marmillion, Whitehead to be honored as 2022 Louisiana Legends 


NSU alumni Val Marmillion (1972) and Thomas Whitehead (1967) are among those selected by Friends of LPB to be honored 
as Louisiana Legends in 2022. Individuals selected for the honor have distinguished themselves in fields as diverse as 
philanthropy, science, sports, environmental conservation and the humanities. 

Marmillion is founder of Marmillion & Company and former managing director of America’s WETLAND Foundation. 
Whitehead is an expert and preservationist for the Clementine Hunter Collection. They join a prestigious list of 149 past 
Louisiana Legends that includes Academy and Grammy Award winners, star athletes, Pulitzer Prize winners and esteemed 
dignitaries, including the current United States Ambassador to the United Nations. 

The 2022 gala and auction, which is a fundraiser for Friends of LPB, will be Thursday, April 28 at Louisiana's Old State 
Capitol in Baton Rouge. The Louisiana Legends Gala will feature a sit-down dinner, a silent auction featuring items donated by 
the honorees, music and a live awards ceremony. 

Begun in 1990, the Louisiana Legends Gala is a fundraising and public awareness project that draws support and participa- 
tion across the state from citizens who value the many fine instructional, educational and cultural programs LPB provides. 

Marmillion and Whitehead are both members of NSU’s Alumni Hall of Distinction, the Long Purple Line. 
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Haines retires after long Army, civil service career 


Allen Haines retired as a senior civil servant, GS-15, Jan. 

1, 2021, after a combined Army 37-year military and civil 
service career. His last civil service position from 2013- 

2020 was director of Portfolio Integration, HOs U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Chief Information Office, Washington, 
D.C. Haines was responsible for IT systems valued at over 
$1.1B dollars. His previous civil service assignment was 
director IT Acquisition, HOQs Department of the Army, Chief 
Information Office, Pentagon from 2008 to 2013 responsible 
for numerous multi-billion-dollar programs. 

Haines graduated from Mt. Vernon Nazarene College, Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio, with associate, and bachelor’s degrees in 1982 
and 1983. He entered the Army serving 25 years uniformed 
service from 1983-2008, first as an enlisted soldier and non- 
commissioned officer at the 5" Infantry Division, Fort Polk 
from 1984-87. He completed the ROTC program and Master 
of Arts in Rehabilitation Counseling at NSU 1987-1988 
and was graduate assistant to the Department of Military 
Science. Haines was commissioned into Air Defense Artillery 
and completed numerous schools including Air Defense 
Artillery Basic and Advanced Courses, Fort Bliss, Texas; Army 
Logistics Management College, Fort Lee, Virginia; Army 
Management Staff College, Fort Belvoir, Virginia; Defense 
Acquisition University, Fort Belvoir, and the Command and 
General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 


Clarence Frank Jr. named Baytown conductor 


Conductor Clarence Frank Jr. made history earlier last year when he was appointed 
conductor of the Baytown Symphony. He is the first African American conductor to be 
appointed in the greater Houston area and in the Baytown Symphony’s 53-year history. 

Frank was born and raised in Baytown. He began his musical journey in the 6th grade at 
Cedar Bayou Junior School playing cello in the orchestra. He continued playing all through 
high school, graduating from Sterling High School and then receiving his Bachelor of Music 
Education from NSU in 2000. While at NSU, he studied cello with Richard Rose and conducting 
with Dr. George Adams. After graduating with honors, he began teaching orchestra in the 
Goose Creek public schools. He taught for 16 years and, following a desire to transition to 
higher education, earned a Master of Music Degree in Conducting from Sam Houston State 
University studying with Dr. Jacob Sustaita and Dr. Daniel Saenz. 

Frank continues to teach through private cello studies and as the director of Performing Arts 
for Baytown Christian Academy serving as the orchestra and choir director for the school. In his 
young conducting career, he had the privilege of leading the Woodlands Symphony Orchestra, 
Sam Houston State Symphony Orchestra, the Natchitoches-Northwestern Symphony Orchestra 


and the Shreveport Symphony Orchestra. 


Haines served in numerous 
commands, Headquarters 
Army and Secretary Army 
staff positions, in addition to 
overseas in Germany, Korea 
and Saudi Arabia. He was 
deployed in 1991 for Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm; 1992 
for Desert Defiance; 1998 for 
Desert Thunder, and 2003 for 
lraqi Freedom. He retired as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in 2008 and 
assumed a civil service position, GS-15 (Colonel equivalent) 
on the Army Staff. As a senior civil servant he completed the 
Federal Executive Institute, Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Haines’ uniformed recognition includes awards from 
Germany, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and USA; Army Staff Badge, 
Valorous Unit Award, Honorable Order of St. Barbara and 
Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association 
Military Leadership Award. His civil service awards include 
the Assistant Secretary of the Army’s Acquisition Professional 
of the Year nomination, FedScoop 50 nomination, and the 
Superior Civilian Service Award, the second highest within 
the Department of Defense. Haines currently resides in 
Arlington, Virginia, with his family. 





Haines 





Frank 


Frank and music educator Kevin Tison have been friends since their undergraduate days when they connected through the 
School of Creative and Performing Arts and the Baptist Student Union, now the Baptist Collegiate Ministry. They have both 
maintained ties to NSU and reunited to perform the Tchaikovsky concerto with the Baytown Symphony Orchestra on Oct. 17 
and at NSU with the Natchitoches-Northwestern Symphony Orchestra on Nov. 14. 

“| had called Clarence earlier this year to say congratulations on being appointed conductor and said, ‘You should program 
the Tchaikovsky concerto and bring me out to perform it;”Tison explained. “It was mostly a joke, but he called me up later and 
said, ‘How about October 17?’ It was a dream for me and such a cool opportunity. We rolled forward with it.’ 

“| mentioned to my Theta Chi fraternity brother Van Erickson [director of Recruiting] that we would be doing a concert 
in Baytown with two NSU alums,’ Frank added. “I said we should try and organize a Houston area alumni gathering for this 
event. He then mentioned it to Dr. Doug Bakenhus. From there, Dr. Bakenhus said that we should come back to NSU and do 
the program there. So, we got the ball rolling and got everything set up.’ 

Read more about Tison and his gift to the NSU Foundation on Page 13. 


AlumniColumns [GP WINTER 2022 


| Alumni News 





Spotlights 


Jerry Bowman Jr. (2020) was hired 
in June 2018 as Environment of Care 
Director at Ochsner - LSU Hospital 
in Shreveport, a role that quickly ex- 
panded to include the responsibilities 
over all of contracted services. 

Recently, Bowman has been 
tasked with adding the role of 
Administration - Director of Patient 
Centered Care to his current areas 
of responsibility. He will assist human resources, workforce 
development and patient experience initiatives by providing 
perspective and visibility for diversity issues. He works across 
the organization to optimize values to align the health 
system's goals with operational and patient outcomes that 
enable the organization to respond to changes or policies 
that could affect culture or employee and patient population. 

“I'm excited about taking on this new role where the health 
system can continue to be successful in recruitment and I’m 
committed to bridging the gap in retaining and building the 


Bowman 


relationships that we currently have along with those to come,’ 


Bowman said. “In my opinion, the benefits of increased diver- 
sity and cultural understanding within the healthcare industry 
are significant, and directly impact patient outcomes. For 
example, understanding the differences in cultures, languages 
and beliefs will help all healthcare professionals relate to their 
patients and employees in a much more meaningful way.’ 

Bowman said he is encouraged and lives by a quote 
instilled in him by his mother: 

“If | can help somebody as | travel along, 

If | can cheer somebody with a word or song, 

If | can show somebody that he’s traveling wrong. 

Then my living will not be in vain?’ 

Bowman is serving his second term on the Shreveport City 
Council and is the first councilman to serve as chairman of the 
council for consecutive terms. 








Educator, veteran and author 
John Conde released a book in 
September 2021 titled “Malique 
Returns to School” that focuses ona 
student who faces challenges that 
could affect his social emotional 
health. Malique relies on his support 
system to make it through adversity 
and remains optimistic about his 
future. The book was a Readers’ 
Choice Awards finalist and is 
available at Amazon, Barnes and Noble and Target. 

Conde graduated from NSU in 2000. He was a member 
of Alpha Phi Alpha, finished the ROTC program and served 
two tours in Iraq. He is a special education language arts 
and science co-teacher at Lindley 6th Grade Academy in 
Mableton, Georgia, and is a licensed master social worker and 
a certified anger management specialist. 

Conde is also CEO 

of Academic Function 
Motivations, LLC, and provides 
consulting services, curriculum 
creation, motivational 
speaking, tutoring and more. 

“Academic Function 

Motivations was built around 
three core elements critical to 
the success of all children— 
academic, function, and 
motivation,’ Conde writes. 

“We believe the desire to 

strive for excellence resides 

inside every person, and through a convergence 
of all three of these concepts, every child can thrive.’ 

Information on Academic Function Motivations is available 
at https://academicfunctionmotivations.squarespace.com/. 





Conde 







Lilly Dawn Harvey (2021) of Jonesville has been on a mission for advocacy. In 2017, 
she founded Millie Mattered Overdose and Addiction Advocacy after the overdose death 
of her 28-year-old daughter Millie and continues to grow the organization with annual 
events around the state. Harvey was named the director/coordinator for Drug Epidemic 
Awareness Walks Across America for the State of Louisiana by the National committee in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. Her advocacy organization, Millie Mattered, will host 10 Drug Epidemic 
Awareness Walks this spring in 10 cities around the state, including Natchitoches on March 
13. Harvey was invited by the governor to speak at the state capital this past summer as 
July 28 was declared statewide Opioid Crisis Awareness Day. The impact of her speech 
garnered the attention of Louisiana's Primary Care Association Opioid Director Angelita 
Brown, and they are now partnering with Millie Mattered to help eliminate stigma and 
make resources available to those with substance abuse disorders. Harvey is currently Par- 
ticipating in Tulane’s Project ECHO which explores cases and solutions to help individuals 


overcome substance abuse. She \ writes a weekly column for the Catahoula Parish New Booster call “Millie Mattered Hope & Recovery,’ 
and is currently working with Senator Glen Womack of District 32 on a bill for stiffer penalties for the distribution of fentanyl. Harvey 
graduated from NSU this past May with a Bachelor of General Studies with a concentration in communication and a minor in fine arts. 
To learn more about Harvey's non-profit group Millie Mattered, find the group on Facebook or email milliemattered@gmail.com. 
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Musician, educator and non-profit 
organizer Dr. Heidi Kay Begay, a 
2009 NSU graduate, is creator of a 
podcast called the Flute 360 Podcast 
that has produced more than 180 
episodes with flutists from around 
the world turning in every week. 
The podcast covers many topics to 
holistically guide the modern-day 
flutist to find their unique voice on 
and off the stage. 

Begay earned a Master of Music 
degree at NSU and in 2018 earned 
a Doctor of Musical Arts from Texas 
Tech. At that time, she began her 
podcast with one of her first interview 
featuring Dr. Dennette Derby 
McDermott, professor of flute and 
graduate music school coordinator 
at NSU. 

The podcast delivers free 
educational content every week 
encouraging professional flutists 
to contribute their expertise to the 
flute community. In 2020, Begay 
also created two remote classes. 
“The Podcasting Musician” shows 
the modern musician how they can 
acquire a piece of digital real estate 
through the podcasting medium. 
“Generating Income as a Podcaster 
through Corporate Sponsorships” 
focuses on the art of enrollment, 


Alumni Glynn Harris (1959) and Bo Dowden (1967) 
were inducted into the Louisiana chapter of Legends of the 
Outdoors Hall of Fame in October. The honor recognizes 
prominent Louisiana outdoor personalities with outstanding 
legacies of contributions to the outdoors. 

A noted freelance outdoor writer and radio-show host, Harris 
has spent most of his life enjoying the outdoors. He was in 
on the groundbreaking coverage of tournament fishing in 
north Louisiana and big bucks statewide. He writes a weekly 
outdoor column for several north Louisiana newspapers, has 
magazine credits in a number of magazines and has a weekly 
outdoor radio show. He has won more than 50 writing and 
broadcasting awards during his almost 50-year career. 

Dowden is one of two Louisiana residents to win the 
prestigious Bassmaster Classic, winning on New York's St. 
Lawrence River in New York in 1980. He is a former marine 
dealer and now real estate agent. He competed in Classics, 
finishing third in 1982. ESPN Outdoors and B.A.S.S. named him 
among the 35 greatest anglers of all-time in 2004. He is also a 
member of the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame. 
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creating the necessary forms and 
attachments, and much more. 

Begay has taught at Tarrant (Texas) 
County College's Trinity River Campus 
and Eastern New Mexico University. 
From 2009 to 2021, she taught 
throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth 
metropolis in various independent 
school districts. She has an ongoing 
interest in performing internationally, 


nationally and locally. Recent 
performances have taken place 

in Greece, Italy, Orlando, Chicago, 
Washington, D.C. and Texas. In July of 
2019, she was a competitor at the Cluj 
International Music Competition in 
Cluj-Napoca, Romania. 

She holds the International Liaison 
position through the Tampere 
Flute Fest in Finland and serves on 
the executive committees of the 
Ultimate Music Business Summit 
and The International Virtual 
Festival hosted by the Scarborough 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Former 
positions through the Texas Flute 
Society include executive and festival 
committee roles, such as president, 
president-elect, treasurer, registration 
coordinator, festival co-chair and 
industry/commercial liaison. 

Begay’s research publications 
are featured in Flute View and Flute 
Talk magazines. She has been an 
adjudicator for the National Flute 
Association (NFA), the Texas Music 
Educators Association (TMEA), the 
Texas Flute Society (TFS) and the 
Tampere Flute Fest (TFF). 

For more information, visit 
heidikaybegay.com. You can also 
follow her on Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn. 
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Long Purple Line inductees honored during Homecoming festivities 
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Northwestern State University inducted six distinguished alumni into its Alumni Hall of Distinction, the Long Purple Line, as part of 
Homecoming festivities Oct. 22. The 2002/21 inductees were, from left, NSU Vice President for External Affairs Jerry Pierce of Natchitoches, 
businessman Harvey F. Marcus Sr. of Monroe, state official Sujuan Boutte of Prairieville, former NSU faculty member Thomas Whitehead 
of Natchitoches and Fed Ex executive John A. Smith of Memphis, Tennessee. Not shown is former Louisiana State University Head Football 
Coach Ed Orgeron of Baton Rouge. The Long Purple Line was established to provide recognition and appreciation to individuals whose 
career accomplishments or service to their fellow man have enhanced the reputation and prestige of Northwestern State. Selection may be 
based upon past or continuing achievements in individuals’ careers, exemplary and extraordinary service to community, state and nation or 
both, career accomplishments and service to mankind pea service to their alma mater. A total of 136 Northwestern State alumni have 
been inducted into the Long Purple Line. Detailed information on each inductee is available at nsu.la/LPL-Honorees. 











The Northwestern State University Alumni Association presented awards to three individuals who distinguished themselves among their 
fellow alumni by exhibiting dedication and loyalty to NSU’s programs and mission. Presentations were made during the Long Purple Line 
induction program held in conjunction with Homecoming festivities. Recipients are, from left, Leah Middlebrook, Volunteer of the Year; 
Wes Breeden, Outstanding Young Alumni Award, and Lola Dunahoe, Distinguished Service Award congratulated by NSU President Marcus 
Jones. Middlebrook is a 1986 graduate of NSU. The Volunteer of the Year award is annually presented to an individual who demonstrates 

an exemplary record of volunteering time, talents and service to the NSU Alumni Association and is actively involved with a chapter, 

alumni interest group, affiliate program, NSU Alumni Board, or other forms of volunteer service to NSU. Breeden is a 2003 graduate of NSU. 
Recipients of the Young Alumni Award have demonstrated an early record of distinguished service to NSU and a continued interest in 
serving the university as a volunteer, donor or advocate. Dunahoe is a 1971 graduate of NSU. The Distinguished Service Award is presented 
to an NSU alumnus with a long history of distinguished service to Northwestern and continued interest in serving the university in his/her 
life as a volunteer, donor and/or advocate. 
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II Homecoming 2021 





Northwestern State University hosted a dedication 
program for the Seven Oaks Stage as part of 
Homecoming festivities. The Seven Oaks Stage is at 
the former site of Sabine Hall, an area now referred 
to as Iberville Green, and honors the first seven 
Black students to attend Northwestern State, Steve 
Jackson, June Cofield, Doris Ann Roque-Robinson, 
Hyams J. Baptiste, James Johnson, Johnnye 
Britton-Paige and Pearl Jones-Burton. The venue 
is open to recognized student organizations and 
departments and is designed for concerts and a 
variety of campus events. From left are Student 
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Sthert Government Association President Tja’h Edwards, 
: Coby McGee, president of National Pan-Hellenic 
peng uathiears oar eo | Council and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Roque- 
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Robinson, who delivered a message of inspiration and 
encouragement, and NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones. 
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The Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development 
honored several individuals with induction into the Hall of 


Distinguished Educators during Homecoming festivities. From The College of Business and Technology honored four individuals 
left are Dr. Katrina Jordan, director of the School of Education; with induction into the College’s Hall of Distinction in conjunction 
Distinguished Educators Dr. Elwanda Murphy, Dr. Chris Maggio, with Homecoming festivities. From left are honorees Nick 

Dr. John Dollar and Toni Bennett, Dr. Christy Hornsby, Courville (Accounting), Dr. Jack Russell and Barbara Russell 
Outstanding Young Professional, and Dr. Kimberly McAlister, (Computer Information Systems) and Scotty Williams accepting 
dean of the College of Education and Human Development. on behalf of his father, the late John G. Williams (Business 
Biographical information about each honoree is available at Administration). Biographical information about each honoree is 
nsu.la/202 1-Education-Honorees. available at nsu.la/COBT-202 1-Inductees. 

















The Department of New Media, Journalism and Communications AS 2p > 
Arts recognized three individuals as the inaugural recipients of the VG 

Distinguished Communications Professional Award during a program 
held in conjunction with Homecoming festivities. Honorees were 
Raymond Strother, the late Maj. Gen. Erbon Wise (Retired) and 
the late Marie Norris Wise. The Distinguished Communications 
Professional award recognizes individuals with successful careers 

in and/or significant contributions to the fields of journalism, 
photojournalism, communications, news editorial, public relations, 
political strategy, media production, web content production and 
new media as it emerges, as well as individuals who have made 
significant contributions to the Department. From left are Dane 
Strother accepting the award on behalf of his father and Ann Wise, 
Edmond Wise and Norris Wise Swain representing Maj. Gen. Wise and 
Mirs. Wise. Biographic information about each honoree is available at: 
nsu.la/2021-Communications-Honorees. 
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Gentry Family Endowed Ed.D. Scholarship & Gentry Family 
Department Enhancement Fund in Health and Human Performance 


Dr. Roy B. Gentry Jr. and Dr. Vickie Gentry, along 
with their children, announced the creation of 
two endowments to benefit students pursuing 
the Ed.D. doctoral degree in adult learning 
and development and Northwestern State 
University’s Department of Health and Human 
Performance. The gifts acknowledge the family’s 
long history with the school and its impact on 
four generations of Gentrys. 

The Gentry Family Endowed Ed.D. Scholarship 
will give preference to an educator pursuing 
a doctoral degree in adult learning and 
development who demonstrates a financial need 
or a family or personal hardship challenge. The 
Gentry Family Department Enhancement Fund in HHP will be used to support faculty and/or academic degree programs in HHP. 

Present for the announcement were, from left, Drake Owens, executive director of the NSU Foundation; Dr. Tara Tietjen-Smith, 
head of the Department of Health and Human Performance; Dr. Kimberly McAlister, dean of the College of Education and Human 
Development; Dr. Greg Handel, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs; Cristy Gentry, Cole Gentry, Drs. Vickie and Roy 
Gentry, Cade Gentry, grandsons Crawford and Carson Gentry, NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones, Director of Development Jill 
Bankston and Dr. Mike Moulton, HHP professor. 





Dr. Gloria Ebarb Durr Endowed 


| David Deut 
Scholarship for Academic Excellence 0 ee 


Memorial Scholarship 


The father of a Northwestern State 
University graduate created a scholarship 
in his memory. The Joel David Deutser 
Memorial Scholarship will be presented 
annually to a student in any major with 
a 2.5 or better grade point average with 
preference given to a member of Tau 
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. 

Deutser attended Trabuco Hills High 
school in Mission Viejo, California, where 
he played football. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army and served as a Ranger for four 
years. He learned about Northwestern 
State while stationed at Fort Polk and 
went on to earn bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. He was active in Tau Kappa 





The children of Dr. Gloria Ebarb Durr announced an endowed scholarship Epsilon where, being a few years older, he 
in her honor that will benefit incoming freshman. The Dr. Gloria Ebarb Durr mentored many of his fraternity brothers. 
Endowed Scholarship for Academic Excellence will assist any major for He also graduated from the FBI Citizens 
one year. Recipients must maintain a 3.5 or better grade point average. Academic Program in 2013. 

Preference will be given to a U.S. citizen who is a resident of Natchitoches or Deutser was director of human 
Sabine parishes. resources and organizational 

Durr’s five children and several grandchildren, siblings, nieces and all development at Diabetes Management & 
their spouses along with special friends gathered Sept. 3 to announce the Supplies from 2010-2020. 
scholarship and honor Durr, who celebrated her 90th birthday Sept. 1. Dr. 

Durr, center, was joined by her siblings Bud Ebarb and Eloise Davis at the Information on scholarships created 
announcement event and shared memorabilia from their mother, Elvera through the NSU Foundation is available at 
Martinez Ebarb Procell, who attended Louisiana State Normal College in the www.northwesternstatealumni.com. 


1920s and was a long-time teacher at Ebarb School in rural Sabine Parish. 
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Margaret Harling Steel Magnolia Annual Scholarship 


Natchitoches P.E.O. Chapter | established 
a scholarship in memory of past president 
Margaret Harling through the Northwestern State 
University Foundation. The Margaret Harling Steel 
Magnolia annual scholarship will be presented 
to a female sophomore, junior or senior level 
student for one semester with preference given to 
an individual with Type | Diabetes. 

Margaret Jones Harling was born on July 16, 
1923, in Cave Spring, Georgia. After graduating 
Cave Spring High School she entered a three 
year nursing program at Crawford Long Hospital 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and then enrolled in the 
Army Nurse Corps where she earned the rank of 





2nd Lieutenant. After her service she obtained Members of Natchitoches P.E.O. Chapter | created a scholarship in memory 


a bachelor’s in nursing from the University of of past president Margaret Harling. On the front row from left are Amelia 
Georgia where she met Robert M. Harling Jr. and Spillman, Vickie Gentry, Susan Massia and Scotti Rodgers. On the back row are 
they married on the day of her graduation in Mimi Stoker, Nicole Connell, Tammy Graves, Linda Cockrell, Sharon Ebarb, Toni 
7050: Rushing, Ellis Melder, Michele Waskom, Phyllis Collins, DeeDee Perot, 

They had three children Robert Ill, Susan Stephanie Campbell and Amelia Ferguson. Photo: Hammond Lake 


and John. They moved to Natchitoches in 1966 


where she continued her career in psychiatric nursing at the Natchitoches Mental Health Clinic and Evergreen Ministries. She 


American Revolution. 


She passed away in 2013. 





received her master’s in nursing in 1978. She retired in 1995. 

Harling was active in her faith as a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Natchitoches 
as well as numerous charities such as Threads of Love which sews warm clothing for babies in 
neo-natal ICU units. She also held leadership positions in the Association of the Preservation of 
Historic Natchitoches (APHN) where she chaired restoration projects and organized third grade 
tours of historic Natchitoches. She was a longtime member of P.E.O. and the Daughters of the 


Harling, along with her daughter Susan, were the original Steel Magnolias. Margaret’s love 
and determination through difficult times inspired her son Bobby to create the play of the 
same name. Later Margaret used the opportunities provided by the success of the play and 
movie to raise awareness and funding for juvenile diabetes and kidney research. 


Friends who wish to contribute to the Margaret Harling Scholarship may do so by visiting 


Harling northwesternstatealumni.com/steel-magnolia-scholarship/. 


Dr. David and Nicole Holcombe Scholarship for the Performing Arts 


An Alexandria couple who are long-time patrons of the arts in the 
Cenla region are supporting NSU’s School of Creative and Performing 
Arts by establishing a fully endowed scholarship for a student 
seeking a degree in one of the performing arts. The Dr. David and 
Nicole Holcombe Scholarship for the Performing Arts was created 
to give extra help to students committed to pursuing the arts but in 
need of financial assistance. The couple have supported numerous 
theatre organizations over the years, but are especially fond of NSU’s 
theatre productions. 

Dr. and Mrs. Holcombe have lived in Alexandria for 36 years and are 
active in many of the region’s cultural opportunities. They have been 
involved with the Czech community in central Louisiana for many 
years where they teach folk dancing. Mrs. Holcombe annually attends 
the Natchitoches-NSU Folk Festival where she demonstrates how to 
decorate pysanky eggs. 

Dr. Holcombe is an accomplished painter and writer, having penned 
several books and plays. 
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Nicole and David Holcombe 





Northwestern State University remembered Carley 
McCord during the Sept. 18 football game against UT- 
Martin by recognizing her family and the presentation of 
a scholarship in her name. McCord, a 2011 graduate of 
Northwestern, was a well-known sports journalist and digital 
media reporter who stayed in touch with her NSU family and 
was a devoted Demon supporter. 

Friends, classmates, colleagues, sorority sisters and others 
contributed more than $108,000 to the Carley McCord 
Memorial scholarship, created to benefit a female student 
pursuing a Career in sports journalism and media. 

Caroline Bland of Shreveport is the inaugural recipient of 
the scholarship. Bland is a graduate of Byrd High School and 
is pursuing a degree in communications with concentration 
in sports media and a minor in photography. 

McCord, a Baton Rouge native, earned a degree in 
journalism at NSU. As an undergraduate, she worked 
in NSU’s Recruiting Office for four years where she was 
a Student Ambassador and gave tours to prospective 
students. A talented vocalist, she was crowned Miss 
Northwestern-Lady of the Bracelet in 2010 when her fellow 
contestants voted her Miss Congeniality. She was a member 
of Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority. She worked as a digital 
media reporter for the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame in 
Natchitoches and was the in-game host for the New Orleans 
Saints and the New Orleans Pelicans. She was a frequent 
visitor to Northwestern State and supported the NSU 
Foundation as a Columns Fund member. McCord and four 
others died in a plane crash Dec. 28, 2019. 

A high school volleyball player and student athletic 
trainer, Bland said she was drawn to sports media because 
of her life-long love of athletics. This semester she began a 
student job in NSU’s Sports Information Office where she 








Caroline Bland of Shreveport is the inaugural recipient of the 
Carley McCord Memorial Scholarship, scholarship, created to 
benefit a female student pursuing a career in sports journalism 
and media. She was congratulated by Director of Development 
Jill Bankston and members of the McCord family. 


helps cover football and volleyball. 

“| would like to tell the McCord family that | am so thankful 
to be thought of for this scholarship. Once | got into this 
field in Spring 2020 | looked up all different female sports 
journalist and Carley was one who stood out to me. | read up 
on her and all of her accomplishments and | really looked up 
to who she was and | aspire to be like her,’ Bland said. 

“Caroline has jumped in with both feet since coming to 
our office. Her work ethic has made a quick impression and 
is reminiscent of Carley’s passionate, professional drive to 
do whatever she could to the best of her ability,’ said Sports 
Information Director Jason Pugh. 


Luther Lott Sr. Memorial Scholarship 
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Gauthier, left, pictured with Cristy Bernard, NSU Foundation. 


Kaleb Gauthier of Port Allen, a senior at Northwestern State 
University, is the 2021 recipient of the Luther W. Lott Sr. Memorial 
Scholarship. Gauthier is a criminal justice major and a Dean's List 
student. He is secretary of the NSU Speech and Debate Club, a 
reporter for the Current Sauce student newspaper and a member of 
the NSU chapter of the Criminal Justice Society of America. 

Gauthier is a graduate of Catholic High School of Pointe Coupee 
and frequently volunteers at the St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen in 
Baton Rouge. He was selected to participate in Louisiana Boys’ State 
and was a delegate to a Washington, D.C., mass media conference. 

Gauthier’s father, Ross Gauthier, has been employed with Lott Oil for 
two years as a transport driver out of Mansura. 

The Luther W. Lott Sr. Memorial Scholarship is a four-year 
scholarship established by the Lott family for a full-time NSU student 
who is the dependent of a Lott Oil employee. In the event that no 
Lott Oil dependents are eligible in a given year, administrators from 
the NSU Foundation will select recipients with preference to students 


from north and central Louisiana. 
For information on supporting student scholarships through the NSU Foundation, visit northwesternstatealumni.com or call the 


Foundation at (318) 357-44 14. 
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Kevin Tison Endowed Scholarship in Piano Performance 


Musician, music educator and conductor Kevin Tison 
announced the creation of a scholarship for a North- 
western State University student musician. The Kevin 
Tison Endowed Scholarship in Piano Performance will 


be awarded to a Louisiana resident (a graduate of a high 


school in Louisiana) pursing studies in piano 
performance who maintains a grade point average 

of 2.8 or above. The scholarship will also be based on 
recommendations from the director of the School of 
Creative and Performing Arts, application and audition. 

Tison announced the scholarship during a weekend 
visit to Natchitoches, which included his joining fellow 
alumnus Clarence Frank Jr. in performing Tchaikovsky's 
“Piano Concerto No. 1” with the Natchitoches-North- 
western Symphony Orchestra. Tison was guest pianist 
and Frank, conductor of the Baytown, Texas, Symphony, 
was guest conductor. 

Hannah Potter, a senior from Keithville, is the inaugu- 
ral recipient of the scholarship. 

Potter is majoring in piano performance and trans- 
ferred to NSU from Bossier Parish Community College. 
She plans to continue with graduate studies in piano 
pedagogy and performance at NSU while working as 
a recruiter for BRCC@NSU and also continuing to teach 
piano lessons with Natchitoches Music Academy and in 
Benton, where she is the church accompanist at Benton 
United Methodist Church. 

Tison included in the endowment stipulations for a 
planned gift in which the future bequest will be re- 
named the Kevin Tison Endowed Memorial Scholarship 
in Piano Performance. 

A central Louisiana native, Tison is in his 20th year 
teaching high school choral music, the past 17 at 


Candace Lemoine Honorary Scholarship 
in Memory of Ruth Carmen Courtney McNabb 


A Northwestern State University alumna established a scholarship in memory of her 
grandmother, also an NSU graduate, who was a teacher, wife, mother, granny and friend to 
all. Candace Lemoine, a 2000 graduate, created the Candace Lemoine Honorary Scholarship 
in Memory of Ruth Carmen Courtney McNabb that will be presented to an undergraduate 
majoring in art, musical studies or education. Recipients must maintain a 3.0 grade point 
average. Preference will be given to a student from Avoyelles Parish. Lemoine said the ideal 
recipient is an individual determined to attend college in pursuit of art, teaching and/or 


MUSIC. 


McNabb was born in Plaquemine and raised in Mansura. While attending Northwestern, 
she was an honor student who played the violin and trombone in the orchestra and swing 





NSU alumni Kevin Tison, pianist, and guest conductor Clarence Frank 
Jr. joined the Natchitoches-Northwestern Symphony Orchestra for a 
performance of Tchaikovsky's “Piano Concerto No. 1” Nov. 14. While at 
NSU, Tison announced the creation of a scholarship and planned gift. 
Frank is conductor of the Baytown, Texas, Symphony. 


Fountain Valley High School in Orange County, California. 

Tison earned a Bachelor of Music at NSU in 1993 and a Master of 
Music from Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, both in piano 
performance. Additional concentrations of study were pursued in 
the areas of voice, composition, orchestration and conducting. 

At the conductor's podium, his work has been extensive 
and varied from orchestras and choirs to directing musical and 
opera theater. He has been featured as a performer on organ, 
harpsichord, French horn, percussion and voice, in addition to 
piano. Before teaching, Tison served as music director of various 
churches throughout Louisiana, Texas and California. 





McNabb 


band during World War II. She graduated in 1946 and settled in Bunkie and taught business 
courses at Bayou Chicot High School for over 20 years. While teaching she was the yearbook editor and senior sponsor. She 


passed away in June 2020 at age 93. 


Several members of the Courtney family attended Northwestern, including McNabb’s twin sister Claire and an older sister, 


Mildred Courtney Benton, and brother Kirkland Courtney. 


Lemoine earned a degree in Family and Consumers Sciences in 2000. She and her husband operate Lemoine Construction 
Company based in Lafayette and reside in New Orleans where they raised three children. 


Friends who wish to contribute to the Candace Lemoine Honorary Scholarship in Memory of Ruth Carmen Courtney McNabb may 
do so by visiting northwesternstatealumni.com/lemoine-scholarship/. 
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Burke announces transition from AD to fund raising 


In November 2021 Greg Burke stepped aside after 25 years 
as Northwestern State’s athletic director to accept another 
position at the university. 

Shortly after Burke’s announcement, the university 
engaged a sports consulting search firm to assist in the 
search for a new athletic director and appointed an advisory 
committee of university stakeholders to provide input in the 
process. As of press time for this magazine, administrators 
anticipated making a selection and announcement by mid- 
January. 

Burke requested to be reassigned to a role in fund raising 
for the NSU Foundation. He began his NSU career generating 
revenues as director of the NSU Athletic Association and 
served for five years as director of athletic development at 
the University of Akron. 

The longest-serving athletic director in Louisiana and the 
Southland Conference, Burke has guided the NSU athletic 
department since 1996. Discussions with university officials 
about his future role at NSU had been ongoing for several 
months. 

NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones has plans to initiate 


Kelvin and Stacy Fee gift pushes Sports 
Performance Center project forward 





Kelvin and Stacy Fee 


The Northwestern State Athletic Department's proposed 
Sports Performance Center hit another benchmark thanks 
to a $100,000 gift from NSU alumni Kelvin (1982) and Stacy 
(1986) Fee. The Sports Performance Center project has now 
cleared the $1 million mark in private donations. The Fees 
announced an initial $50,000 contribution with the other 
half to be paid in installments. 

Northwestern State has designated the Sports 
Performance Center as its top new capital outlay project. 
NSU Athletics is seeking $6 million in capital outlay monies 
and continues to raise private donations for matching funds. 

Contributions can be made directly to the Sports Performance 
Center project at https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/Victorious or 
by contacting Greg Burke at 318-357-5251 or burkeg@nsula.edu. 


a major development 
campaign at the university 
in 2022 and that Burke's 
“experience and expertise 
in fund raising will be 
valuable as we embark on 
that important campaign.” 

Burke's shift away from 
athletics comes during 
one of the most turbulent 
times nationwide in 
intercollegiate sports because of such issues as conference 
realignments; name, image, and likeness rules; transfer 
portal implications, and COVID-related disruptions. 

“The timing is right for me to make this transition to the 
NSU Foundation,’ Burke said. “Doing so will enable me to 
focus solely on raising funds for a university which means 
the world to my family and me. | have always had a great 
working relationship with (NSU Foundation Executive 
Director) Drake Owens and look forward to working with 
him and his staff” 
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Former Athletic Director Gia Buike NSU Assistant Director for 
Development Ryan Hall, Mike Knotts and NSU Vice President Jerry 
Pierce accepted Knotts’ donation to the DUF. 


NSU smashes #GivingTuesday 
with more than $40,000 raised 


Generous Northwestern State donors smashed the athletic 
department's #GivingTuesday donation record by giving 
$40,485. 

The generosity started with Mike Knotts and his brother 
Kenny, a former baseball player, when they donated $10,000 
to kickstart the #GivingTuesday campaign. 

Donors followed their lead, contributing more than an 
additional $30,000 which still topped NSU’s previous best 
drive. 

This year’s campaign marks the fourth straight in which 
donations spilled over the $20,000 mark. NSU’s previous 
record was $27,552 donated in May of 2020, a campaign 
in which donors helped fill the budget hole left by the 
cancellation of spring and fall athletics because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic that spread worldwide in March 2020. 

For more information on the Demons Unlimited 
Foundation, visit nsudemons.com/unlimited. 
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Members of the N-Club Hall of Fame Class pose at the induction ceremony. From left are softball/track’s Linette Stuart, track’s Regina 
Roe, women’s basketball's La’Terrica “Cooda” Dobin, track’s Stephanie Sowell, football’s Robert Daniel and Tony Taylor, strength and 
conditioning’s Al Miller, track’s Randy Moore, football’s Terrence McGee, baseball's Terry Alario Sr. and Terry Alario Jr., and baseball's 


Jordan Robison. 


N-Club inductees honored after twice-delayed ceremony 


Famed strength and conditioning 
coach Al Miller summed up what 
each N-Club Hall of Fame ceremony 
represents when he paraphrased 
Alabama football legend Paul ‘Bear’ 
Bryant, whom Miller served under 
toward the beginning of his career. 

“All the money you earn, you give it 
away. All the championship rings, you 
give that away, too,’ Miller said. “What's 
left are the memories.’ 

For the nine members and three 
honorees of the 2020 N-Club Hall of 
Fame class that had to wait an extra 
year for their induction because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, their memories 
and emotions swelled even more than 
in normal years. 

Tears flowed freely, even from former 
NFL defensive lineman Robert Daniel 
(Carolina Panthers). 

Daniel wasn't recruited much after 
one year of high school football, just 
by NSU coach Sam Goodwin who kept 
seeing this pair of white cleats blur 
across grainy film from this tight end 
who wasn't very good. 

Daniel, who transitioned to the defen- 
sive line and eventually All-Southland 
Conference status before his two-year 
NFL career was cut short by injury, never 
thought about football as his path. 

Daniel blossomed as part of the 
1997 and 1998 Southland Conference 
championship teams, finishing his 
career with 142 tackles and 10 sacks. 

Teammate Tony Taylor didn’t dream of 
the NFL either. 


The all-time rushing leader at NSU 
developed his agile movements on the 
soccer field, only putting emphasis on 
football because of his older brother 
Dwayne. 

Taylor, a freshman on the at 1998 
championship team, needed just three 
seasons to rush for 3,997 yards, which 
included a school record 1,507 as an All- 
American in his junior and final season. 

Defensive back and return specialist 
Terrence McGee arrived in 1999 on the 
heels of consecutive championships, 
but he credits the NSU coaching staff 
for sticking with him in the return game, 
which led to an 11-year NFL career. 

McGee set a then-NCAA record with 
a 23./-yard average as an All-American 
punt returner in 2000, including three 
touchdowns. He broke most of NSU’'s 
return records and is recognized as the 
Buffalo Bills best return man in franchise 
history. 

Point guard La’ Terrica “Cooda” Dobin 
knows about leading the country in a 
Statistic. 

Dobin is the only player in college 
basketball history — male or female 
— to lead Division | in assists for three 
straight seasons. 

Her career average of 8.2 assists per 
game ranks eighth in NCAA history as 
she led the Lady Demons to the 2004 
Southland Conference title and NCAA 
Tournament appearance. 

The NSU track and field family was 
well represented with three inductees 
who were primary track and field 
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athletes and two others who competed 
part-time. 

Distance runner Randy Moore 
put copious amounts of trust in his 
teammates Leo Gatson and Frank 
Trammel, both of whom presented him 
at the ceremony and are already N-Club 
Hall of Famers. 

Moore distinguished himself in the 
steeple chase, where he set the state 
and school records with an 8:52.40, an 
NSU mark that still stands today. 

“The event was pretty new, and 
NSU didn’t have a water pit or wooden 
barriers to practice the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase,’ Moore recalled. “But | 
can't thank my teammates and coach 
Jerry Dyes enough. 

“| couldn't break a 4:30 mile coming 
into NSU, but with Dyes and my team- 
mates pushing me, | was running under 
4:10 by the end of my college career.’ 

Jumper Stephanie Sowell had 
programs from across the country 
coming to Natchitoches Parish to 
lure the local product away, but her 
familiarity with NSU and its elite 
program set the stage for Sowell’s four 
All-American honors at the NCAA Indoor 
Championships. 

Sowell was a two-time national 
participant in the long and triple jumps, 
taking silver in 2004 to pair with her 
eight Southland Conference titles. 

“(Jumps coach Dean Johnson) said 
| never complained, but | complained 
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In Memory 


1950 - Robert W. DeKeyzer, 
Sept. 14, 2021, New Iberia 


1955, 1969 —- Mead Hargis Boydstun, 
Dec. 3, 2021, Shreveport 


1959 — Tommy Henry, Nov. 26, 2021, 
Baton Rouge 


1960 - Doyze Z. Williams, Sept. 29, 
2021, Silver Spring, Maryland 


1961 — Robbie (Robbins) Herrington, 
Sept. 21, 2021, Grapevine, Texas 


1961 — Dewain William Hodge, Nov. 2, 
2021, Bentonville, Arkansas 


1962 — William Carroll Wooley, 
Sept. 28, 2021, Olney, Texas 


1962 —- Newton Blanchard “Sonny” 
Powell Jr., Aug. 13, 2021, 
Ashland 





Texas 
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a lot in my head,’ recalled Sowell, who still owns NSU’s triple 
mark at 43-1.“My coaches like J.D. Garrett, LaMark Carter and 
Dean Johnson worked the mess out of me, but it was worth it.” 

Javelin thrower Regina Roe became the first Lady Demon 
to qualify for multiple NCAA Outdoor Championships in 1999 
and 2000, setting a then-school record 166-9 to win the SLC 
Championship. 

NSU coach Mike Heimerman remembers taking over the 
javelin midseason from head coach Leon Johnson, and he 
credits Roe's success to her stubbornness. 

“Regina was an incredible athlete who did things her way,’ 
Heimerman said. “She suffered two injuries playing intramural 
softball even though we told her not to play it, but she was 
strong enough to come back from those and still do great 
things.’ 

Linette Stuart followed Roe as the SLC Champion javelin 
thrower after an illustrious softball career, but it was Stuart’s 
time on the diamond that set her apart. 

The walk-on was a four-time All-Southland Conference 
performer that set school career records in batting average 
(.331) and stolen bases (78) as part of three Southland 
Conference championship squads. 

Baseball outfielder Jordan Robison assaulted the NSU record 
books in his two seasons, finishing runner-up for the 2001 SLC 
Player of the Year en route to being drafted in the 14th round 
of the MLB Draft. 

He ended his career in the top 10 in 10 different categories, 
including career batting average (.356) and slugging 
percentage (.623) with 11 triples. 

The Idaho native found his way to Louisiana despite head 
coach John Cohen not understanding what the acronym ‘LDS’ 
stood for. 

“Learning Disabled Students?” NSU baseball supporter 
David Stamey recalls Cohen asking him on a phone call. “You 
mean Latter Day Saints, as in Mormons, right coach?” 


1962 - Jimmy Jasper Bradford, 
Nov. 8, 2021, Georgetown 


1963 — Pauline Lou Ford Martin, 
Oct. 9, 2021, Pine 


1964 — Jimmie Lee Brown Ballard, 
Nov. 10. 2021, Camden, Arkansas 


1965 — Carroline Sue McGee Methvin, 
Nov. 7, 2021, Lubbock, Texas 


1972 — Grayson Dale “Sonny” Gourdon, 
Oct. 11, 2021, Fairview-Alpha 


1973, 1975 — Stanley “Stan” Loyd, Aug. 
25, 2021, Nashville, Tennessee 


1975 — John Michael Quarles, 
Oct. 2, 2021, Hammond 


1982 — Huey Paul Merritt, 
Sept, 28, 2021, New Boston, 




















1984 — Creighton Carl Soileau, 
April 12, 2021, Baton Rouge 


1985, 1986, 1998 — Richard Steven 
Stalling, Sept. 27, 2021, 
Natchitoches 


1989 — Rev. Kerren Wayne Hicks, 
Oct. 7, 2021, Natchitoches 


1998 — Shawn Paul Skaggs, 
Sept. 13, 2021, Katy, Texas 


Sue Dennis, Dec. 4, 2021, 
Davenport, lowa 


Michelle Ann O'Donnell, 
Sept. 17, 2021, Natchitoches 


Samantha Renee Poole, 
Oct. 1, 2021, Robeline 


(CF 





Robison signed with NSU anyway, becoming one of 
the most beloved figures by the NSU and Natchitoches 
communities. 

“| had a lot of firsts here. My first crawfish boil, first drive- 
through liquor store as the designated driver who didn’t 
drink, the first time opposing fans called me Mr. Potato Head 
because they scouted the opposing players (LSU). A very 
special time here’ 

Two NSU alumni who dedicated a large part of themselves 
to make Natchitoches special are Terry Alario Sr., and Terry 
Alario Jr., recipients of the Distinguished Service Award. 

They are the first-known father-son duo in NSU baseball 
history with the father pitching from 1966-69 and the son 
catching in 1993-94. 

The duo created the Alario 22 endowed scholarship to 
represent their jersey numbers in addition to supporting all 
NSU athletics teams. 

“To me this award is about is being a great teammate, which 
means being loyal, compassionate, passionate, sacrifice and 
knowing your role,’ said Alario Jr. 

Added Alario Sr., “This is a great honor, and nothing can be 
more satisfying than getting this award with my son and being 
presented by my daughter (Joy):’ 

Al Miller received the N-Club’s first-ever Pioneer Award, 
working across the country as a strength and conditioning 
coach in college football and the NFL. 

He first debuted his ideas at NSU as an assistant from 
1975-78, which eventually led to a 23-year NFL career, an NFL 
Lifetime Achievement Award and a spot in the inaugural USA 
Strength and Conditioning Hall of Fame. 

“| was 12 years old when | lost my dad, and | was going 
down the wrong street, and my mom knew it,’ Miller said. “She 
had to get a positive male role model in my life. 

Friends and family can relive the ceremony on NSU's 
YouTube channel NSUDemons. 
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The 1972 Potpourri features Miss NSU, a preprofessional soeech pathology and 
primary education major. She served as the first woman student body president 
in 40 years. She was a member of and president of Purple Jackets and was the 
1971 Blue Key Darling among many other honors. Can you name her? If so, email 
jacksonl@nsula.edu with your name, year of graduation and city of residence. 


The four Demon Dazzlers huddled together during a 
football game, as pictured in the 1991 Potpourri were 
Kim Garner, Stephanie Peters, Deanna Gonzales and 
Melanie LaCour. 


Those who guessed correctly are as follows: 
P. Worth Thompson (1993), Zachary 
DeAnna Gonzales (1993), Fort Worth, Texas 
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1952's Military Ball was considered the social 
event of the year for the ROTC program with 
decorations consisting of the Battery Guidons, the 
Corps Banner and ROTC insignias. The Military Ball 
tradition continues today with a special event for 
cadets, cadre and honored guests. 

The 72nd Demon Battalion Military Ball will 
return Saturday, April 23 in the Sylvan Friedman 
Student Union. A social hour will begin at 6 p.m. 
followed by dinner, presentations, dessert, 
coffee and dancing. The event is co-hosted by 
NSU’s Department of Military Science and the 
Northwestern Demon Regiment. For ticket 
information, contact Sid Hall at halls@nsula.edu or 
(318) 357-6951. 





Join or renew your membership using the ENCLOSED ENVELOPE 


or go ONLINE at NorthwesternStateAlumni.com/membership. 





Receive these benefits: » NSU Member Decal 
¢ NSU Membership Card and Pocket Calendar ; re oe eS eC DD seit ips 
¢ Annual subscription to the Alumni Columns quarterly a : = 
¢ University store discount — 25% off of spirit 
magazine 
; gear 
¢ Discounts with various corporate partners and travel 


Discounted GEICO Insurance rates 


partners ; 

¢ Discounted access to tailgates at the Collins Pavilion during 1D Count ee er eeeecntals 
all home football games 

« Discounted admission and other perks applicable to various AND much more! Visit the website for a 
alumni events full list of perks and benefits. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
FOR TWO GREAT 2022 EVENTS 


Friday, ae. 2022 GREEK CENTENNIAL 
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northwesternstatealumni.com/greeks100/ 


April 8 & 9, 2022 





